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After its publication in 1667, John Milton's Paradise Lost was celebrated throughout
Europe as a supreme achievement of the human spirit.
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Now it is little read. To bring readers back to Milton's masterpiece, John Carey has
shortened it to a third of its original length. In this fascinating reinterpretation, Carey
reveals new insights about Milton's sources of inspiration, while exploring divided
readings of the work's key characters.

The Essential Paradise Lost presents the epic's greatest poetry, with linking passages
that preserve its cosmic sweep - from the superhuman defiance of a ruined archangel
to a pair of tragic lovers, bewildered to find themselves responsible for the fate of the
whole human race.

作者介绍: 

John Carey is an Emeritus Professor at Oxford University and a Fellow of the British
Academy. His books include studies of Donne, Dickens and Thackeray, The
Intellectuals and the Masses, What Good are the Arts, The Unexpected Professor and a
life of William Golding.
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评论

节选了原诗的三分之一。删节的部分由作者简单的概括代替。作者是著名的弥尔顿学者
John
Carey，删减这首著名的万行长诗是为了使诗歌更易读。可以把它当作为一种弥尔顿入
门，或学生版弥尔顿。
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