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Review:

"There are dragons in the twins' vegetable garden,” announces six-year-old Charles
Wallace Murry in the opening sentence of The Wind in the Door. His older sister, Meg,
doubts it. She figures he's seen something strange, but dragons--a "dollop of dragons,”
a "drove of dragons," even a "drive of dragons"--seem highly unlikely. As it turns out,
Charles Wallace is right about the dragons--though the sea of eyes (merry eyes, wise
eyes, ferocious eyes, kitten eyes, dragon eyes, opening and closing) and wings (in
constant motion{is actually a benevolent cherubim (of a singularly plural sort) named
Proginoskes who has come to help save Charles Wallace from a serious illness.

In her usual masterful way, Madeleine L'Engle jumps seamlessly from a child's world of
liverwurst and cream cheese sandwiches to deeply sinister, cosmic battles between
good and evil. Children will revel in the delectably chilling details--including hideous
scenes in which a school principal named Mr. Jenkins is impersonated by the Echthroi
(the evil forces that tear skies, snuff out light, and darken planets). When it becomes
clear that the Echthroi are putting Charles Wallace in danger, the only logical course of
action is for Meg and her dear friend Calvin O'Keefe to become small enough to go
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inside Charles Wallace's body--into one of his mitochondria--to see what's gom%
wrong with his farandolae. In an illuminating flash on the interconnectedness of all
things and the relativity of size, we realize that the tiniest problem can have mammoth,
even intergalactic ramifications. Can this intrepid group voyage through time and
space and muster all their strength of character to save Charles Wallace? It's an
exhilarating, enlightening, suspenseful journey that no child should miss.

The other books of the Time quartet, continuing the adventures of the Murry family, are
A Wrinkle in Time; A Swiftly Tilting Planet, which won the American Book Award; and
Many Waters. (Ages 9 and older) --Karin Snelson

Synopsis

AWind In The Door is a fantastic adventure story involving Meg Murry, her small
brother Charles Wallace, and Calvin O'Keefe, the chief characters of A Wrinkle In Time.
The seed from which the story grows is the rather ordinary situation of Charles
Wallace's having difficulty in adapting to school. He is extremely bright, so much so
that he gets punched around a lot for being "different." He is also strangely, seriously ill
(mitochondritis -- the destruction of farandolae, minute creature of the mitochondria
in the blood). Determined to help Charles Wallace in school, Meg pays a visit to his
principal, Mr. Jenkins, a dry, cold man with whom Meg herself has had unfortunate
run-ins. The interview with Mr. Jenkins goes badly and Meg worriedly returns home to
find Charles Wallace waiting for her. "There are," he announces, "dragons in the twins'
vegetable garden. Or there were. They've moved to the north pasture now."

Dragons ? Not really, but an entity, a being stranger by far than dragons; and the
encounter with this alien creature is only the first step that leads Meg, Calvin, and Mr.
Jenkins out into galactic space, and then into the unimaginably small world of a
mitochondrion. And, at last, safely, triumphantly, home.

"synopsis" may belong to another edition of this title.

TEENA:

Madeleine L'Engle (1918-2007) was the Newbery Medal-winning author of more than 60
books, including the much-loved A Wrinkle in Time. Born in 1918, L'Engle grew up in
New York City, Switzerland, South Carolina and Massachusetts. Her father was a
reporter and her mother had studied to be a pianist, and their house was always full of
musicians and theater people. L'Engle graduated cum laude from Smith College, then
returned to New York to work in the theater. While tourm%vvith a plag, she wrote her
first book, The Small Rain, originally published in 1945. She met her future husband,
Hugh Franklin, when they both appeared in The Cherry Orchard.

Upon becoming Mrs. Franklin, L'Engle gave up the stage in favor of the typewriter. In
the years her three children were growing up, she wrote four more novels. Hugh
Franklin temporarily retired from the theater, and the family moved to western
Connecticut and for ten years ran a general store. Her book Meet the Austins, an
American Library Association Notable Children's Book of 1960, was based on this
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