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"Crossing the River "presents a wide range of Nguyen Huy Thiep's short fiction, both
realistic stories in contemporary settings and retellings of folk myths that serve as
contemporary parables. When Thiep's stories first appeared in the 1980s, they set off a
chain of debate, not only within intellectual and political circles, but also within the
society at large. Typically, the struggles of his characters were about survival, not
survival in the context of war or revolution, but survival in the context of the emotional
and psychological strength it takes to live within the harsh confines of post-war
Vietnamese society. Thiep captured the emotional quality of Vietnamese life in a way
no other author had done, and his importance can be recognized today by his
enormous influence on younger writers.
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