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The role of the Japanese woman in modern society still retains many of the
characteristics that it had in the late eighteenth century, when this novel takes place. In
those days, the life of a woman, whether married or single, was one of unending
drudgery and toil. Reward or recognition came only indirectly, through the success of
the male members of the family. 

Thus, this novel is really two stories: on the one hand, the successful medical career of
Hanaoka Seishu, the first doctor in the world to perform surgery for breast cancer
under a general anesthetic; on the other hand, the lives of his wife and his mother, who
supported him with stoic resignation, even to the extent of finally volunteering to be
used as guinea pigs in his experiments. 

Kae, the wife, joins the household of the local doctor as the bride of his son, Hanaoka
Seishu, who is still away pursuing his medical studies in Kyoto. Her mother-in-law,
Otsugi, is both beautiful and extremely proud of the tradition of the doctor's family.
Though their relationship is one of affection at first, it declines into tension and
eventually into bitter competitiveness and hatred, fostered by the claustrophobic
social customs of the time. The two women-the wife who struggles to adapt to a new
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household and gain the affection of her unfamiliar husband, and the over possessive
mother-in-law dedicated to the fulfillment of her son's ambitions-vie with one another
to serve one man. Kae suffers the most, for the new anesthetic that the doctor tries on
her has devastating results. 

Readers of The Doctor's Wife will find a tender and compassionate tale about a woman
of great strength and courage, as well as an impelling account of Japanese society and
the role of women in it.
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评论

呃，这本书的翻译版已经小众到豆瓣都木有的程度了…为什么明明是本深奥的书，我却
只是被umpei和kae的似爱情又不似爱情的温柔吸引呢。这本比《沉默》好读多了，至
于我只打四星的原因…再好的书需要憋一篇2000字的论文出来，有爱度都要打折扣的T
AT

-----------------------------
It was an assignment of my history class.
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