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Four women who work the night shift in a Tokyo factory that produces boxed lunches
find their lives twisted beyond repair in thisTgrimly compelling crime novel, which won
Japan's top mystery award, the Grand Prix, tor its already heralded author, now making
her first appearance in English. Despite the female bonding, this dark, violent novel is
more evocative of Gogol or Dostoyevsky than Thelma and Louise. When Yayoi, the
youngest and prettiest of the women, strangles her philandering gambler husband
with his own belt in an explosion of rage, she turns instinctively for help to her
co-worker Masako, an older and wiser woman whose own family life has fallen apart in
less dramatic fashion. To help her cut up and get rid of the dead body, Masako recruits
Yoshie and Kuniko, two fellow factory workers caught up in other kinds of domestic
traps. In Snyder's smoothly unobtrusive translation, all of Kirino's characters are
touching and believable. And even when the action stretches to include a slick loan
shark from Masako's previous life and a pathetically lost and lonely man of mixed
Japanese and Brazilian parentage, the gritty realism of everyday existence in the
underbelly of Japan's consumer society comes across with pungent force. FYI: This
novel has been made into a Japanese motion picture.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.
From Booklist

A suburban Tokyo woman fed up with her loutish husband kills him in a fit of anger,
then confesses her crime to a coworker on the night shift at the boxed-lunch factory.
The coworker enlists the help of two other women at the factory to dismember an
dispose of the body. Readers beware--Kirino's first mystery to be published in English
Eit was a best-seller in Japan) involves no madcap female bonding. The tenuous
riendship between the four women, all with problems of their own even before
becoming accessories to murder, begins to unravel almost immediately. Money
changes hands. The body parts are discovered. The police begin asking questions, and
a very bad man falsely accused of the crime is determined to find out who really
deserves the punishment. The gritty neighborhoods, factories, and warehouses of
Tokyo provide a perfect backdrop for this bleak tale of women who are victims of
circumstance and intent on self-preservation at all costs. Carrie Bissey

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

TEENE:

NATSUO KIRINO was born in Japan in 1951. Her career as a writer began with comics
and pulp fiction, but as soon as her serious mystery novels started to appear, they
attracted a huge readership. These by now have won her all the top mystery awards in
her Colunﬁry, and two have been turned into full-scale movies. OUT is her first to appear
in English.
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