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A miracle of nature, the tourmaline is a precious stone, having perhaps the greatest
range of figuration and coloring of any gem. The importance of this book lies in the
lavish illustrations and far-reaching cognitive treatment of the tourmaline. At the heart
of this monograph are approximately 400 color photographs by some of the best
photographers of these gems. The concluding text looks at these unique specimens
from a Goethean perspective and provides a historical survey of our encounters with
tourmalines throughout the ages, explaining how tourmalines, through their
multifaceted, polychromatic guise, came to be invested with such a panoply of
meanings, which remained unacknowledged for centuries.
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