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Exclusion by Elections develops a theory about the circumstances under which 'class
identities' as opposed to 'ethnic identities' become salient in democratic politics, and
links this theory to issues of inequality and the propensity of governments to address
it. The book argues that in societies with even modest levels of ethnic diversity,
inequality invites ethnic politics, and ethnic politics results in less redistribution than
class politics. Thus, contrary to existing workhorse models in social science, where
democracies are expected to respond to inequality by increasing redistribution, the
argument here is that inequality interacts with ethnic diversity to discourage
redistribution. As a result, inequality often becomes reinforced by inequality itself. The
author explores the argument empirically by examining cross-national patterns of
voting behaviour, redistribution and democratic transitions, and he discusses the
argument's implications for identifying strategies that can be used to address rising
inequality in the world today.

作者介绍: 

John D. Huber's research focuses on understanding how the social, political and
institutional context affects the outcomes of democratic processes. Along with
numerous articles, he is the author of two previous Cambridge University Press books,
Rationalizing Parliament, Legislative Institutions and Party Politics in France (1996),
and Deliberate Discretion? Institutional Foundations of Bureaucratic Autonomy (2002,
with Charles Shipan).
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评论

机制符合直觉，模型的基本假设有些值得商榷的地方。
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