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From the best-selling author of The Circle, the true story of a young Yemeni-American
man, raised in San Francisco, who dreams of resurrecting the ancient art of Yemeni
coffee but finds himself trapped in Sana'a by civil war.

Mokhtar Alkhanshali grew up in San Francisco, one of seven siblings broutht up by
Yemeniimmigrants in a tiny apartment. At age twenty-four, unable to pay for college,
he works as a doorman, until a chance encounter awakens his interest in coffee and its
rich history in Yemen. Reinventing himself, he sets out to learn about coffee cultivation,
roasting and importing. He travels to Yemen and visits farms in every corner of the
country, collecting samples, eager to improve cultivation methods and help Yemeni
farmers bring their coffee back to its former glory. And he is on the verge of success
when civil war engulfs Yemen in 2015. The U.S. embassy closes, Saudi bombs begin to
rain down on the country and Mokhtar is trapped in Yemen. This is a heart-pounding
true story that weaves together the history of coffee, the struggles of everyday Yemenis

living through civil war and the courageou%oumey of ayoung man--a Muslim and a
U.S. citizen--following the most American of dreams.

TEENA:

Dave Eggers grew up near Chicago and graduated from the University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign. He is the founder of McSweeney’ s, an independent publishing
house in San Francisco that produces books, a quarterly journal of new writing
(McSweeney’ s Quarterly Concern), and a monthly magazine, The Believer.
McSweeney’ s publishes Voice of Witness, a nonprofit book series that uses oral
history to illuminate human rights crises around the world. In 2002, he cofounded 826
Valencia, a nonprofit youth writing and tutoring center in San Francisco™ s Mission
District. Sister centers have since opened in seven other American cities under the
umbrella of 826 National, and like-minded centers have opened in Dublin, London,
Copenhagen, Stockholm, and Birmingham, Alabama, among other locations. His work
has been nominated for the National Book Award, the Pulitzer Prize, and the National
Book Critics Circle Award, and has won the Dayton Literary Peace Prize, France’” s Prix
Medicis, Germany’ s Albatross Prize, the National Magazine Award, and the American
Book Award. Eggers lives in Northern California with his family.
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