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How long he sat there, he remembered not; what he thought, he recalled not. But the
wildest and most extravagant plans and resolves availed him nothing in the face of this
forever desecrated home, and this shameful culmination of his ambitious life on the
mountain. Once he thought of flight; but the reflection that he would still abandon his
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brother to shame, perhaps a self-contented shame, checked him hopelessly. Could he
avert the future? He MUST; but how? Yet he could only sit and stare into the darkness in
dumb abstraction.
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