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The tale ofone man’ s quest and survival in the Sahara Desert, set in the framework of
Tuareg mythology.

A Tuareg youth ventures into trackless desert on a life-threatening quest to find the
father he remembers only as a shadow from his childhood, but the spirit world
frustrates and tests his resolve. For a time, he is rewarded with the Eden of a lost oasis,
but eventually, as new settlers crowd in, its destiny mimics the rise of human
civilization. Over the sands and the years, the hero is pursued by a lover who matures
into a sibyl-like priestess. The Libyan Tuareg author Ibrahim al-Koni, who has earned a
reputation as a major figure in Arabic literature with his many novels and collections of
short stories, has used Tuareg folklore about Anubis, the ancient Egyptian god of the
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underworld, to craft a novel that is both a lyrical evocation of the desert” s beauty and
a chilling narrative in which thirst, incest, patricide, animal metamorphosis, and
human sacrifice are more than plot devices. The novel concludes with Tuareg sayings
collected by the author in his search for the historical Anubis from matriarchs and
safges during trips to Tuaredg encampments, and from inscriptions in the ancient
Tifinagh script in caves and on tattered manuscripts. In this novel, fantastic mythology
becomes universal, specific, and modern.

TEENA:

The Libyan novelist Ibrahim Al Koni has won the Shaikh Zayed Book Prize for
2007-2008

Ibrahim al-Koni, winner of the 2005 Mohamed Zafzaf Award for the Arabic Novel, is a
Libyan Tuareg who writes in Arabic. He studied comparative literature at the Gorky
Institute in Moscow, and was a journalist in Moscow and Warsaw. He has lived in
Switzerland since 1993, and authored over 50 novels, short stories, poems and
aphorisms, all inspired by the desert. Some works have been translated into 35
languages, including eight into German and six into French.
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