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The main character of John Irving's second novel, written when the author was
twenty-nine, is a perpetual graduate student with a birth defect in his urinary tract--and
a man on the threshold of committing himself to a second marriage that bears
remarkable resemblance to his first....

"Three or four times as funny as most novels."

THE NEW YORKER
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Irving的第二部小说，那会已经有很鲜明的他自己的风格了，不过跟后期作品相比真是
差很多，故事和人物相当散乱，应该还是在慢慢摸索吧，中间的很多元素其实十分多余
。但是没有这种早期作品就没有现在的Irving。书中很多元素都是后面几部小说里能见
到的，维也纳的妓女什么的。相比故事人物算是比较成功的，不过跟后期比还是有点儿
不那么自然的感觉。
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