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When his chryseldephantine statute of the lady of the Golden Serpents is stolen, a
department store magnate asks the help of Theocritus Lucius Westborough, professor
of Roman history, to hel éet it back. The magnate has recreated the Minoan palace of
Knossos on an island off the coast of California and any number of his relatives or
guests would have reason to steal the priceless relic. First published in 1939.
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Civilization is a thin veneer over a very ancient structure.
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