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When his chryseldephantine statute of the lady of the Golden Serpents is stolen, a
department store magnate asks the help of Theocritus Lucius Westborough, professor
of Roman history, to help get it back. The magnate has recreated the Minoan palace of
Knossos on an island off the coast of California and any number of his relatives or
guests would have reason to steal the priceless relic. First published in 1939.
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Civilization is a thin veneer over a very ancient structure.
文明是建立在古老结构上的一层薄薄的外表。 ──T. L. Westborough
富有的希腊人Alexis
Paphlagloss买下了美国加州西面的一个小岛，在岛上重现了古希腊克里特岛上的米诺
斯文明(Minoan)，在那里建立了米诺斯“宫...  
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