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Shange's lyrical poem is a tribute to the language of music and the magical, often
mystical, rhythms that connect people. Music defines who we are as individuals, the
places where we live, and how we exist within our communities. Music is life.

Written in a syncopated style that has its own melody, the poem is perfectly married to
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twenty-one extraordinary and diverse works from Romare Bearden who once said, "I
paint in the tradition of the blues."

Here is a unique and visionary book that speaks, indeed sings, to both children and
adults and is, at once, compelling, profond, and entertaining.
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