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An orphan raised in Valparaíso, Chile, by a Victorian spinster and her rigid brother,
young, vivacious Eliza Sommers follows her lover to California during the Gold Rush of
1849. She enters a rough-and-tumble world whose newly arrived inhabitants are driven
mad by gold fever. With the help of her good friend and savior, the Chinese doctor Tao
Chi'en, Eliza moves freely in a society of single men and prostitutes, creating an
unconventional but independent life for herself. The young Chilean's search for her
elusive lover gradually turns into another kind of journey, and by the time she finally
hears news of him, Eliza must decide who her true love really is.
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书评

特别喜欢这部小说里的伊莱莎，个子小小的，意志却如钢铁般坚定，做得一手好烹饪，
而且永远可以保持不被人注意的状况。她应该是伊莎贝拉所说的“给家族中沉默者以声
音”中沉默者的典型了。  
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