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Even dirty Dame Fripp, who was a very rare church-goer, had been to Mrs Hackit to beg
a bit of old crape, and with this sign of grief pinned on her little coal-scuttle bonnet,
was seen dropping her curtsy opposite the reading-desk. This manifestation of respect
towards Mr Gilfil's memory on the part of Dame Fripp had no theological bearing
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whatever. It was due to an event which had occurred some years back, and which, I am
sorry to say, had left that grimy old lady as indifferent to the means of grace as ever.
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