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The Magellan House cuts to the bone, its characters trying to maintain their decency
and sanity while surrounded by duplicitous, confused, manipulative people. In Fugitive
Color, an American painter's year in Provence teaching for at an idyllic art college is
destroyed by the perverse intrigues of staff and students; In The Magellan House, a
poor family takes over their landlord's seaside mansion after the revolution in
Portugal-but their daughter maintains a secret love affair with a scion of the deposed
family; In The Head of Farnham Hall a headmaster is forced to leave her post because a
student wrongly accused of death-threats takes pathological advantage of the
contrition owed her; In The Doll House, a rural French priest is ruined by his own
innocence, incapable of grasping the modern world around him in all its obscenity; In
The Morse Operator, a brilliant decipherer of Morse Code can't navigate the military
intelligence of the American Army during World War II; And in The Shape of the Past, a
respectable widower defends himself against charges of child molestation that are
alleged to have occurred decades earlier. In total, this collection is wrenching, but
redemptive. Gardiner's graceful, sophisticated prose mirrors the dignity of characters
who refuse to succumb to the shifting, double-dealing world.
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