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This is a family epic laced with authenticity, wit and unforgettable characters. Julia
Roberts' production company Red Om Films has optioned the film rights to the
authors first book, "The Monk Downstairs". It is included in 'summer reading'
round-ups in newspapers and magazines. It's the summer of 1967, and Mike O'Reilly's
just shipped out to Vietnam. Liz O'Reilly is trying to keep it all together for their four
kids - 6 year old Deb-Deb (who believes she is an otter), 8 year old Angus, Kathie, (who
at age 9 helps to integrate the local Blue Bird troop with her best friend Temperance),
and 11 year old Danny - the spitting image of Mike. While Mike is off fighting "his" war,
Liz struggles with her own desires and yearnings - to pick up the theatre career she
abandoned when Danny was born, to care for the four children she loves fiercely yet
also occasionally resents, to leave the backdoor unlocked so she always has an escape
route. While set during the conflict in Vietnam, Farrington's newest novel captures the
other side of any war - that of the war at home and the careening emotions of the
spouses and families left behind.
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