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Travis lives in a trailer park outside a small prairie town with his aunt, uncle, and a pack
of rowdy little cousins. His mother, a country-and-western singer, is on the road a lof;
his fatheris long gone. When things get crazy at his place he can always go visit his best
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friend, Chantelle, a smart disabled girl. Travis doesn't mind being poor and havin
strange relatives. But he knows he's different from his junior high classmates in other
ways, too. He loves to sew and play with puppets. He wants to become a professional
puppeteer. These interests make Travis a ripe target for Shon and his friends, the
school bullies. As ninth grade graduation approaches and Travis and his friends
(including Shon's girlfriend) create a puppet production of A Midsummer Night's
Dream, the taunts and schoolyard ambushes escalate until Shon's anger, jealousy, and
prejudice erupt in violence. This touching story of the trials and tribulations of
adolescence resonates with young adult readers.
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