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Awoman's dream of being trapped in a black nightgown reveals a dread that
dominates her psyche and blocks her development as a self. In her story and others?,
Jungian analyst Nathan Schwartz-Salant reveals how the same complex characterizes
our society as a whole. This archetypal pattern is the Fusional Complex. Through the
theory of the Fusional Complex, and with the non-ordinary perception that detects it,
we can learn to make transtormative discoveries that are rarely possible through usual
analytic procedures. And through the cultural and individual examples of The Black
Nightgown, we will see that the Fusional Complex is the doorway through which any
new form of consciousness and associated self?the structure that bestows a sense of
identity and order within human life?must pass.
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