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Alberta Children's/Young Adult Book of the Year Nominee, 2008 CCBC's Best Books for
Kids and Teens, 2008 "Children can make a difference." The horses of Sable Island-they
are a romantic and enduring symbol of the will to survive in an unforgiving
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environment. Hundreds of these wild horses live on the windy beaches and dunes of
this remote island known as the graveyard of the Atlantic off the shores of Nova Scotia.
"Free as the Wind" is Jamie Bastedo's re-creation of one of the most fascinating
episodes in the history of these wild creatures: the moment in the early 1960s when it
was decided the horses would be removed from the island and auctioned off, many of
them slaughtered for dog food. School children across the country wrote Canada's
then Prime Minister, John Diefenbaker, pleading with him to restore the horses to the
island, to save them from certain death. This fictional account of that pivotal moment
in Canada's history follows young Lucas Beauregard, son of the retiring superintendent
of Sable Island, as he befriends and then plots to save Gem, one of the horses of Sable
Island. The horses of Sable Island are a national treasure, not only because their
history dates back as early as the settlement of Canada, but also because their
continued survival showed the world that children can make a difference. Susan
Tooke's sparkling paintings capture the spare but magnificent terrain of Sable Island in
a way that will captivate readers of all ages.
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