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Told in three distinct and uniquely compelling sections, Asymmetry explores the
imbalances that spark and sustain many of our most dramatic human relations:
inequities in age, power, talent, wealth, fame, geography, and justice. The first section,

“Folly,” tellsthe story of Alice, a young American editor, and her relationship with the
famous and much older writer Ezra Blazer. A tender and exquisite account of an
unexpected romance that takes place in New York during the early years of the Irag
War, “Folly” also suggests an aspiring novelist’ s coming-of-age. By contrast,

“Madness” is narrated by Amar, an Iragi-American man who, on his way to visit his
brother in Kurdistan, is detained by immigration officers and spends the last weekend
of 2008 in a holding room in Heathrow. These two seemingly disparate stories gain
resonance as their perspectives interact and overlap, with yet new implications for
their relationship revealed in an unexpected coda.
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Lisa Halliday has worked as a freelance editor and translator in Milan, where she lives
with her husband. Her short story 'Stump Louie' appeared in The Paris Review in 2005,
and she received a Whiting Award for Fiction in 2017. Asymmetry is her first novel.
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TERUE SR ZPhilip RothE 5483 )\l /Choose this. Who wants normal?
Choose adventure. Choose misadventure. Choose life.
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Aslick me-too storY at first glance, a perplexing 2nd act, then a revelation wrapped in
3rd act. A cerebral layered self-reflexive commentary on the power of writing, the
possibility of empathy to bridge divides, the young writer penetrating the looking glass
and delving into Amar's identity, losing herself, like Amar to god, Alice to Ezra.

NTIHREE—ZOME OB XEA —8E 2 7 &/a--the folly part is banal, and the
madness part is interesting. The third part is kitsch.
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