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Alone. That's how thirteen-year-old Justin feels these days. His older brother Duane
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has, enlisted in the Army, and his father has walked out, maybe for good this time. His
mom is too depressed to get out of bed. And if that's not enough, his best buddy Ben
has a new girlfriend and no longer has time to hang out. There's not much left for
Justin to do but to put his brain'in neutral and slide into the state he calls "the Big
Nothin%” But slowly Justin discovers he has more resources than he thinks. With the
help of his classmate Jemmie and her grandmother Nana Grace, he learns that
underneath all the noisy confusion in his brain lies a talent for music. As he spends
time with Jemmie, he begins to understand how simple notes make complex music,
and how simple feelings can turn into deep emotions.
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