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Surpassing even the state and the church, the corporation has become the core
institution of the modern world. Although its impact is felt in virtually every aspect of
our lives, we know little about its history and the origins of its power. "Gangs of
America" fills the gap, tracing the evolution of this revolutionary institution through the
behind-the-scenes figures who shaped it: Thomas Scott, an obscure genius who
invented the holding company; Stephen Field, the Supreme Court Judge who
developed corporate personhood rights; and others. Based on the latest research by
academic historians, sociologists, political scientists, and legal scholars, this book is a
unique synthesis including both compelling narrative and invaluable reference.
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