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In this intrepid, groundbreaking book, Richard Sennett and Jonathan Cobb uncover
and define a new form of class conflict in America—an internal conflict in the heart and
mind of the blue-collar worker who measures his own value against those lives and
occupations to which our society gives a special premium. The authors conclude that
in the games of hierarchical respect, no class can emerge the victor; and that true
egalitarianism can be achieved only by rediscovering diverse concepts of human
dignity. Examining personal feelings in terms of a totality of human relations, and
looking beyond the struggle for economic survival, The Hidden Injuries of Class takes
an important step forward in the sociological critique of everyday life.
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A rather difficult book. But | appreciate Sennett and Cobb's insistence on finding the
bright side of humanity. What should be is not what is now.

The calculus of the material well -being to which both sides of this debate subscribe
hm%es on an historic assumption that between the world of culture and the realities of
life for the masses there is an unbridgeable gulf.
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