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Since the early 1990s, Europe's economies have been facing several new challenges:
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the 1992 single market programme, the collapse of the Berlin wall and eastward
enlargement, and monetary unification. Building on the influential Varieties of
Capitalism (VoC) perspective, first elaborated in detail in the book Varieties of
Capitalism (OUP, 2001), this book critically analyzes these developments in the
European political economy and their effects on the continental European economies.
Leading political economists from Europe and the US debate how VoC can help
understand the political-economic challenges that Europe is facing today and how
understanding these new challenges can in turn enrich and enhance the VoC
perspective. Thematically, the contributions to this volume are organised in four
sections: * how the macro-economics of EMU influenced different European models of
capitalism, * how the Single Market programme was received in the different
institutional regimes in European capitalism, * how welfare and labour market reforms
are debated and implemented, * how European capitalism travelled east after 1989.
Preceding this is a spirited defence of the VoC approach by Peter Hall, and an
introduction from the volume editors, considering the approach, and proposing
extensions and amendments. This book demonstrates that the VoC approach remains,
as the editors put it in their introduction, a rich seam to mine, capable of
accommodating new developments, and theoretically flexible enough to branch out
into new arguments.
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评论

案例研究文章需对欧洲现代政治经济体制有深入认识才能评判，我读来只是被动接受。
理论方面倒可以一评。本意是做成对VoC框架的补充完善论文集，结果狗尾续貂，画虎
类犬。重视国家的角色，劳工阶级，商业协会的作用是没错，加入中东欧新兴和转型资
本主义市场经济的案例分析也很好，阶级政治和动态变化在VoC传统中重视不够也是事
实，但良莠不齐的白开水文章纷纷抹除了VoC框架中最具启发性的”生产单位（企业）
“中心——制度互补——特定的劳工技术和资本结构和经济政策——比较优势的制度来
源这一进路，又回归到老的宏观经济学和国商关系分析上去了。较有质量的是Soskice
亲自执笔的第三篇，着重分析CME和LME同比例代表/联盟政府和单名选区/单党政府、
保守财政货币政策和灵活财政货币政策的对应关系，扩展了制度和政策互补的视野。
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