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Ronald Inglehart argues that economic development, cultural change, and political
change go together in coherent and even, to some extent, predictable patterns. This is
a controversial claim. It implies that some trajectories of socioeconomic change are
more likely than others - and consequently that certain changes are foreseeable. Once
a society has embarked on industrialization, for example, a whole syndrome of related
changes, from mass mobilization to diminishing differences in gender roles, is likely to
appear. These changes in worldviews seem to reflect changes in the economic and
political environment, but they take place with a generational time lag and have
considerable autonomy and momentum of their own. But industrialization is not the
end of history. Advanced industrial society leads to a basic shift in values,
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de-emphasizing the instrumental rationality that characterized industrial society.
Postmodern values then bring new societal changes, including democratic political
institutions and the decline of state socialist regimes. To demonstrate the powerful
links between belief systems and political and socioeconomic variables, this book
draws on a unique database, the World Values Surveys. This database covers a broader
range than ever before available for looking at the impact of mass publics on political
and social life. It provides information from societies representing 70 percent of the
world's population - from societies with per capita incomes as low as $300 per year to
those with per capita incomes one hundred times greater and from long-established
democracies with market economies to authoritarian states.

作者介绍: 

罗纳德•英格尔哈特，执教于美国密歇根大学，当代西方政治文化研究的大师级人物，
由于其在政治文化研究上的杰出贡献，成为少数入选美国艺术与科学院院士的社会科学
学者之一。他提出的物质主义∕后物质主义价值观、后现代价值观和代际文化转变等重
要概念及理论为当代政治文化研究最有份量的成果之一。他主持的世界价值观念调查项
目提供了目前唯一一个研究范围覆盖约世界上90%人口的民众价值观数据库。2011年，
与皮帕诺•里斯共同获得政治学最杰出贡献奖——约翰•斯凯特政治学奖。

代表著作：《静悄悄的革命》《发达工业社会的文化转型》《现代化与后现代化》《现
代化、文化变迁与民主》《国际化传媒：全球化世界的文化多样性》。
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书评

导言随着较年较的群体在成年人口中替代较年老的群体,会有一个从物质主义价值观到
后物质主义价值观的逐渐转变。其中的意义是深远的。这些价值观是与一系列重要取向
有着紧密联系的,从强调政治参与和言论自由,到支持新议题和新类型政党。
【代际价值观转变的理论基于两个关键假设...  
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