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Are laws the answer to achieving gender equality? What are the complex inter-actions
of civil, religious, and customary laws that shape women's status? Wnat are the ways in
which laws reflect and reinforce social and cultural norms and expectations? Will the
enactment of laws to protect and promote the rights of women result in improving the
status of women in Asia? This publication provides a discussion of these complex

issues and offers some answers to these questions.
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