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He was a wide-eyed teenager when he left his Minnesota home in 1943 to learn to fly.
By the end of World War II, he was a battle-worn Marine bomber pilot who'd survived
more than a hundred missions in the Pacific. With stunning eloquence and
breathtaking clarity, Samuel Hynes recalls those extraordinary years: the madness of
war and the horror of death, the friendships forged in cockpits and gin mills, the wives
and sweethearts left at home, and the wonder of flying-that exquisite harmony
between pilot and machine aloft in the insubstantial air. More than a combat tale, this
is the story of one man's remarkable rite of passage in that timeless world of innocence
gone to war.
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