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Just as 1 'was ME;';:T::"N; job

I had coveted ;lfl'lﬂ_ﬂl. all my life,
I learned about the murders, A
man nemed Christian Longo; who
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and three young children, had
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writer for the Naw York Times—

protending, . in fact; to be me,
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On February 2002, New York Times Magazine writer Michael Finkel received a startling
ﬁiece of news: a young man named Christian Longo, wanted for killing his entire family,

ad been captured in Mexico, where he'd taken on a new identity: Michael Finkel of the
New York Times . The next day, on page A-3 of the Times , came another troubling item:
a note from the editors explaining that Finkel, havin% falsified parts of an investigative
article, had been fired. Nonetheless, the ongjourna Ist Longo would speak with was
the real Michael Finkel, and so Finkel placed a call to Oregon's Lincoln County jail,
intent on getting the true story. So began a bizarre and intense relationship—a
reporting job that morphed into a shrewd game of cat-and-mouse. Part mystery, part
memoir, part mea culpa, True Story weaves a spellbinding tale of murder, love, and
deceit with a deeply personal inquiry into the slippery nature of truth.
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