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From The Sixth Family, according to witness testimony: BROOKLYN, MAY 5, 1981 "We
were in the closet. We all had our weapons loaded. We sat there and waited for the
doorbell to ring," said Salvatore Vitale, a slender New York mobster known as
Good-Looking Sal. "We left the door open a smidge to look out." The ringing of the bell
at the private social club’s entrance signaled the arrival of the first of the invited
guests. Vito Rizzuto crouched low, peeking out from his vantage point. Through the
swelling crowd and loud chatter from tough men all accustomed to having their say,
Vito kept his eyes on one man, Gerlando Sciascia, a fellow Sicilian who was a long-time
Rizzuto family friend. Breathing deeply beneath his mask, Vito watched for the secret
signal that would draw him from the closet, a signal that came when Sciascia slowly
ran the fingers of his lean, right hand through the silver hair on the side of his head.
That simple act of preening brought mayhem to the social club and radically changed
the balance of power. "Don’t anybody move. This is a holdup," Vito said as he
confronted the roomful of powerful mobsters, his words muffled by a woolen ski mask
pulled down over his long, thin face. Despite those words, this was not about robbery.
Nothing would be taken but three lives and the rights to an underworld throne.
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