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This work places Emily Dickinson's poetry in a new setting, examining the many ways
in which Dickinson's literary style was affected by her experiences with tuberculosis
and her growing fear of contracting the disease. The author gives an in-depth
discussion on 73 of Dickinson's poems, providing readers with a fresh perspective on
issues that have long plagued Dickinson biographers, including her notoriously shut-in
lifestyle, her complicated relationship with the tuberculosis-stricken Benjamin Franklin
Newton, and the possible real-life inspirations for her "terror since September."
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