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Much Ado has always been popular on the stage. This edition pays especial attention
to the history and range of theatrical interpretation, in which the most famous actors,
from the time of Garrick to the present, have appeared as the sparring lovers Benedick
and Beatrice. A full commentary includes annotation of the many sexual jokes in the
play that have been obscured by the complexity of Elizabethan language. For this
updated edition Angela Stock has added a new section to the Introduction in which
she reviews the romantic and the darker, more cynical aspects of the play in the light of
late twentieth-century stage, film and critical interpretations. She also tackles the
interesting question of Beatrice's proper age and the critical fortunes of Hero and
glaudio in terms of the play's interest in sexuality and misogyny, eavesdropping and
eception.
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Benedick and Beatrice may be the most lovable couple in Shakespeare!
ERREBXRANFEE/NIBEAR .

E2{F~—o "Shakespeare's real originality is not so much in inventing the Beatrice and
Benedick plot as in the way he uses it to comment on the story that he borrows from
Bandello and Ariosto. "
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