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Today we imagine the Devil with horns, tail and pitchfork, but medieval and early
Renaissance artists saw him very differently. In illuminated manuscripts, mosaics,
frescoes, and carved cagitals heis to be found in a bewildering variety of forms and
guises. The lack of a stable pictorial model, misreadings of Mesopotamian and
classical figures, and the Church's own shifting response to heresies, have all helped
determine how the Devil was represented. Who he really was and why he looks the way
he does can only be understood by probing the political and theological controversies
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of the times. Why is the Devil never shown suffering in Hell? How is it that he
sometimes appears to be doing God's work? What'is the origin of his characteristic
flaming hair, and where did those instruments of torture, wielded by his cruel
assistants, come from? This book, which covers the sixth to the sixteenth centuries,
draws on original sources, including colorful accounts in the Apocrypha of the Devil's
oriéms and his true first crime, the writinﬁs of St Augustine and other Church Fathers,
and reports of the intrigues of popes and emperors. Luther Link offers us unexpected
insights into a wide range of artworks, from the carved capitals in the Romanesque
church of St Benoit and Giotto's famous Arena Chapel frescoes to Michelangelo's Last
Judgment in Rome. The result, the first comprehensive account of the arch-fiend in art,
is a fascinating study in the history of visual representation.
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