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The bubonic plague ravaged early modern Europe from the mid-fourteenth to the
early eighteenth centuries striking so often and in so many localities that people were
constantly on guard against the scourge. Hope and Healing explores the response of
the visual arts to this omnipresent aura of death, decay, and tragedy in the early
modern European experience, focusing on Italy between the sixteenth and eighteenth
centuries. An esteemed group of contributors draws on a wide range of materials,
including diaries, medical and devotional treatises, poetry, sermons, letters, and
chapbooks to illuminate the various aesthetic, social, and religious concerns that
preoccupied artists, patrons, and the general populace. This vibrant and fascinating
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volume ultimately offers a fresh and intriguing perspective on the forces and concerns
that shaped early modern Italian art.
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