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On the surface, Buffy is the marriegjge of a high school drama to gothic horror. This
somewhat unusual vehicle is used to present, via the character of Buffy, fairly typical
views of late 20th century culture-teenage problems; issues regarding a broken home;
and the search for meaning and validation. In addition, subtler themes, such as
cultural views of knowledge, ethnicity and history, are woven into the show's critique of
popular culture. Organized into two sections, this volume offers an in-depth
examination of the show: first, through the lens of Buffy's confrontation with culture,
and second, from the complex perspectives of the individual characters. Issues such as
values, ethical choices and the implications of one's actions are discussed -- without
ever losing sight of the limitations of a medium that will alvva%s be dominated by
financial concerns. The final chapter summarizes what Buffy has to say about today's
society. An appendix lists Buffy episodes in chronological order.
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