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No other subject inspired Henri Matisse with such passion throughout his career as the
female figure in interior settings. This is the most comprehensive publication to cover
the topic of women in the work of the great regenerator of European painting, and in
so doing, it covers the full spectrum of Matissels creative evolution, from the small,
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somber, early pictures to the masterly compositions of his Fauvist phase, the intimate

ictorial inventions of the Nice period, and finally the luminous paper cutouts of his
ate work. Many of the interiors show women reading, sleeping or daydreaming,
passive figures enveloped in Oriental fabrics, costumed as odalisques or reclining on
chaise longues. Additional motifs include the artist and his model, the artistis studio,
the portrait, the still-life, and the view from a window. Figure Color Space offers an
in-depth survey of this important sub%ect in Matissefs work, through which he
developed and continually explored his rich and imaginative repertoire of forms and
colors. Along with paintings from all periods, it includes sculptures, drawings, cutouts
and prints, as well as historical studio photogbraphs by Cartier-Bresson, Brassao,
HEIEne Adant and others. Arichly illustrated biography completes this exquisite
presentation.
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