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Mary Ann Evans, aka George Eliot (1819-1880) achieved lasting renown with the novels
Silas Marner, Middlemarch, and Adam Bede. Her masterworks were written after years
of living an unconventional life, including a scandalous voyage to Europe with the
married writer and editor George Henry Lewes. The scandal intensified when she
moved in with Lewes after he separated from his wife. Eliot re-entered London's social
life years later, when her literary success made it impossible for respectable society to
dismiss her (even Queen Victoria enjoyed her books). She counted among her friends
and supporters Dickens, Trollope, and several other Victorian literati. In this intimate
biography, author Hughes provides insight into Eliot's life and work, weighing Eliot's
motivations for her controversial actions, and examining the paradoxical Victorian
society which she documented to perfection in her novels.
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