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In this extraordinary literary debut third-generation homesteader Judy Blunt describes
her hardscrabble life on the prairies of eastern Montana in prose as big and bold as the
landscape.

On a ranch miles from nowhere, Judy Blunt grew up with cattle and snakes, outhouse
and isolation, epic blizzards and devastating prairie fires. She also grew up with a set of
rules and roles prescribed to her sex long before she was born, a chafing set of
strictures she eventually had no choice but to flee, taking along three children and
leaving behind a confused husband and the only life she’d ever known. Gritty, lyrical,
unsentimental and wise, Breaking Clean is at once informed by the myths of the West
and powerful enough to break them down.
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