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From the day they met in 1837, an intimate friendship developed between Emerson
and Thoreau despite a 14-year age gap. Independent scholar Smith draws deeply on
theirjournals and letters to chronicle the evolution of their friendship. The two drew so
close, Smith maintains, that Thoreau began to "talk like Emerson and to use the same
gestures," while Thoreau declared that they were "like gods to each other." From 1837
to 1847, writes Smith, this camaraderie fueled the creative and intellectual fires of both
men. In spite of their closeness, however, their friendship suffered as well. Thoreau
tired of Emerson's insistence on mentoring him, and Emerson grew impatient with
Thoreau's contentiousness. Moreover, Emerson's low opinion of Thoreau's writing fed
Thoreau's animosity. The rift was healed, though, in 1858 when Emerson experienced a
serious illness and Thoreau rushed to his side. Smith's study provides an instructive
glimpse into the ways that the seeds of personal relationships produce the fruits of
intellectual endeavor. Recommended for large public and academic libraries. AHenry L.
Carrigan Jr., Westerville P.L., OH
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