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Any student of World War II knows that Adolph Hitler was a complex and
demon-ridden man. Victor, a Jewish psychotherapist dealing with personality
disorders, argues that Hitler's troubled pathology has never been seriously studied
because of fears that he might emerge as a guiltless and even sympathetic victim of
forces beyond his control. In this painstaking analysis of Hitler's family background and
childhood, supported by exhaustive study of his written and spoken utterances, the
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author makes a convincing case of how the German leader came to be deeply
disturbed and shows how these findings manifested themselves in Hitler's social
philosophy, leadership style, and, eventually, his fateful policy decisions. Less
convincing is his contention that Hitler deliberately avoided quick victories over Britain
and the Soviet Union to have time to complete the Holocaust. Even so, this is a
fascinating and extremely lucid journey into the mind of one of the century's most
pivotal figures.
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This book looks at the character Hitler not only in a historical context but more his
psychological constitution, which invites one to into the mind of the single most evil
man in the history of human civilization. Hitler's sickness is no excuse for what he did,
but I think it's fair to say that we all identify with him in some way or another.
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