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Unpublished letters and diaries by eyewitnesses, interviews with decedents, an
intimate knowledge of the country enrich this narrative of the heroic Nez Perce Indian
War waged in 1877 against relocation. The result is a well documented chronicle
offering new perspective on prewar Indian-white relations, United States government
pressures and nontreaty rebellions, the five battles, subjection and surrender, and on
the character of the leaders on both sides. "From where the sun now stands I will fight
no more forever," Chief Joseph said in surrender. But as a guardian and protector of his
people he at last succeeded in bringing back the remaining members of his tribe to
their beloved valley.
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