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One of the fiercest and most wide-ranging debates in historical circles over the
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last forty years has concerned the theory that, throughout Europe, the seventeenth
century saw a period of crisis so pervasive, significant and intense that it could
be labelled a  ‘General Crisis” . Anumber of articles stimulated by the debate
were collected and published in Crisis in Europe, edited by Trevor Aston
(Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1965). There followed a new collection of essays—
containing fresh research and new perspectives— The General Crisis of the
Seventeenth Century, edited by Geoffrey Parker and Lesley Smith (Routledge &
Kegan Paul, 1978).

This revised edition of The General Crisis takes the still undecided debate up

to the present day. The editors have provided a new introduction, updated
several of the earlier essays and added four new chapters concerning the social,
economic and political crises that affected not only Europe, but also Asia, in the
mid-seventeenth century. These pieces form essential reading for a clear
understanding of the period.

Editors: Geoffrey Parker, The Ohio State University, and Lesley M.Smith,

George Mason University, Virginia.
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H3x: 1 INTRODUCTION

Geoffrey Parker, The Ohio State University and Lesley M.Smith,

George Mason University, Virginia

2 THE SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY CRISIS

Niels Steensgaard, Institute of History, University of Copenhagen

3 GERMANY AND THE SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY CRISIS

Sheilagh Ogilvie, Faculty of Economics and Politics, University of

Cambridge

4 DID HOLLAND” S GOLDEN AGE COINCIDE WITH A PERIOD

OF CRISIS?

lvo Schoffer, Department of History, University of Leiden

5REVOLUTION AND CONTINUITY IN EARLY MODERN

EUROPE

éo?n Clj—|.EHiott, Regius Professor of Modern History, University of
xfor

6 THE PRECONDITIONS OF REVOLUTION IN EARLY

MODERN EUROPE: DID THEY REALLY EXIST?

A.Lloyd Moote, Department of History, University of Southern



California, Los Angeles

( BETWEEN THE SIXTEENTH AND SEVENTEENTH

CENTURIES: THE ECONOMIC CRISIS OF 1619-22

Ruggiero Romano, Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Vieme
section, Paris

8 THE CRISIS OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY IN

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Anthony Reid, Centre for Pacific Studies, Australian National
University, Canberra

9AS7E\/ENTEENTH CENTURY ‘GENERAL CRISIS™ IN EAST
ASIA

V\/|Illl|am S.Atwell, Department of History, Hobart and William Smith
Colleges

10 THgE SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY CRISIS AND THE UNITY OF
EURASIAN HISTORY

Niels Steensgaard, Institute of History, University of Copenhagen
11 THE ‘MAUNDER MINIMUM” : SUNSPOTS AND CLIMATE IN
THE REIGN OF LOUIS XIV

John A.Eddy, National Center for Atmospheric Research, Boulder,
C%Iorado
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