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"Oh and Hassig give their readers genuine insight into one of the most bizarre and
mysterious societies on earth, at the precise moment when the North Korean
tragicomedy appears to be moving toward a denouement. The value and timing of this
book could not be greater." - Francis Fukuyama, Hirst Professor of Public Policy,
George Mason University

"No one can presume to predict the near term future of North Korea-implosion,
explosion, gradual assimilation into the Asian community of nations, peaceful
reunification with the South, or continuing down the current path of a hermit
nation-isolated and struggling to survive. We can predict with certainty that insights
into what drives this nation of 23 million people, a focus of U.S. defense planning for 50
years, will continue to be important to U.S. national interests for years to come.
Kongdan (Katy) Oh and Ralph Hassig have made a rich contribution to meeting the
need for these insights with a view through the looking glass into the mystery that is
North Korea. This is an important book, readable and profound. It is worthy of the
careful study and attention of those who want to better understand the global
environment that shapes and permeates our own future." - General Larry D. Welch,
President, Institute for Defense Analyses

"Neither with rancor nor sentimentality Oh and Hassig unpeel the layers of
misinformation, vilification, and speculation about North Korea to provide a textured
view of this enigmatic Northeast Asian State. This fine book outlines the seemingly
impenetrable logic of the North Korean ideology of Juche showing how it dominates
state economic and foreign policy. It is also one of the best analyses of the leadership
cults of the late Kim Il Sung and the current leader Kim Jong Il. The analysis presented
here is not idle punditry; it is based on painstaking research, thorough familiarity with
Korean language sources, and extensive interviews of a multinational group of
policymakers familiar with North Korea, as well as defectors. This book will become a
standard read for those interested in why North Korea has survived the fall of the
global socialist system to continue to confound the stability and evolution of
Northeast Asia's economic and diplomatic relations. It will also be required reading for
American strategic planners who have isolated North Korea as a major security threat
to the U.S. Oh and Hassig capture the unique dynamics behind the survival and
continuance of this unique system whose future resides at the very heart of the
Northeast Asian state system and its future." - Michael E. Robinson, Indiana University
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