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From Publishers Weekly

In this thorough political analysis, Tanner examines the transformation of conservative
doctrine in America, decrying the movement towards big-government spending. Since
being elected, George W. Bush has allowed the largest expansion of government
spending since Lyndon Johnson's Great Society (when domestic spending increased
by 27%). Today, polls report that 55% of the public consider the GOP to be the party of
big government. According to Tanner, this shift is not circumstantial, a result of
post-9/11 considerations, but rather a fundamental shift in the conservative paradigm.
The new Republican Party is unconcerned with traditional conservative thinking-the
kind propounded not just by long-standing luminaries as Edmund Burke and John
Stuart Mill, but by Ronald Reagan and Barry Goldwater. Articulate and incisive,
Tanner's critique provides a helpful overview of the issues facing conservatives today
and an introduction to the myriad facets of contemporary conservative thinking-from
national-greatness conservatives to technophiles to compassionate conservatism.
Published by the Cato institute, a libertarian think tank, the ideological agenda is
obvious-the book is dedicated to exposing the failures of big-government (i.e.,
anti-libertarian) policies-but Tanner's arguments are considerate and well-researched,
and his optimistic belief in a return to small-government conservatism is largely
appealing.

Product Description

Despite an ostensibly conservative Republican president and republican control of
Congress, government is bigger and more intrusive than ever. That is not by accident; it
is the conscious aim of a new brand of conservatism that seeks, not to reduce the size
of government, but to use big government for conservative ends. This book shows how
the Bush administration, Congress, and large parts of the Republican Party and the
conservative movement have abandoned traditional conservative ideals and
embraced the idea of big government.
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