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This fascinating book presents eyewitness accounts of a turbulent period in Chinese
history: the fall of the Ming dynasty and the conquest of China by the Manchus in the
mid-seventeenth century. Lynn Struve has translated, introduced, and annotated
absorbing testimonies from a wide range of individuals - Chinese and Europeans,
missionaries and viceroys, artists and merchants, Ming loyalists and Qing
collaborators, maidservants and eunuchs - all telling stories of hardship and challenge
in the midst of cataclysmic change.
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From Lynn” s article in From Ming to Qing(1974) to the collection of Voices she edited,
we can identify a change of focus. In the former, Lynn focuses on some  “frustrated
scholars” in the social and intellectual world of the early Qing, who were  “m...
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