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Results from Census 2000 continue to reveal the striking changes taking place in the
nation's cities and suburbs during the 1990s. Thanks to a decade of strong economic
growth, concentrated poverty in inner cities declined dramatically, homeownership
rose among young minority households, and workers from abroad settled in growing
metropolitan areas that had experienced little immigration to date. This second
volume in the Redefining Urban and Suburban America series makes clear, however,
that regional differences add texture to these broader social and economic trends.
Using data from the Census "long form," the contributors to this book probe migration,
income and poverty, and housing trends in the nation's largest cities and metropolitan
areas. Economically, the fast-growing Sunbelt and the Midwest performed well in the
1990s, enjoying declining poverty rates, rising homeownership, and the evolution of a
solid middle-class population. Cities like San Antonio, Chicago, Houston, and
Columbus saw stunning declines in high-poverty neighborhoods. The story was more
mixed in the coastal areas of the Northeast and West, where poverty rates rose in cities
such as Boston, New York, Washington, and Los Angeles. On net, their metro areas lost
residents to other parts of the United States, even as they gained workers and families
from abroad. This volume provides a closer look at the unprecedented social and
economic changes taking place in the nation's oldest and newest communities, and
explores the implications for a diverse set of policy areas, including metropolitan
development patterns, immigrant incorporation, and the promotion of affordable
housing and homeownership.
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