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Offers an unprecedented overview of how a democracy wages war and how
war-making affects democracy With US involvement in Iraq in the forefront of
international news coverage, questions concerning America's involvement in past
conflicts have once again arisen. This is the story of how the United States has gone to
war and how the evolution of the nation's war-making apparatus has mirrored the
nation's rise to global power. It focuses on the President's role as Commander-in-Chief
vis-a-vis Congress from George Washington to George W. Bush. Conflicts range from
the War of 1812 to the Mexican and Civil Wars, the two World Wars, conflicts in
Southeast Asia; and recent wars in the Middle East. Topics include Congress's role in
various wars, the evolution of the War Department to the Department of Defense, as
well as developments in weapons, tactics, and strategy. Over time, America's
war-making has favoured and continues to favour the expansion of the President's role
at the expense of Congress. America's future will be determined in large part by the
way in which the nation chooses and engages in military pursuits. Questions about
how and when the USA goes to war have never been so vital or relevant. This
thought-provoking one-volume overview serves as an introduction to these important
issues. Highly relevant to the Iraq war and concerns about the negative impact of the
'War on Terror' on democracy; Covers every major conflict in US history, and how the
war came about
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