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Since the publication of the first edition of this book, former U.S. Senator Carol Moseley
Braun's campaign for the presidency in 2004 and the widespread discussion of a run in
2008 run by Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton have significantly raised the profile of
women on the national political stage. At the same time, progress in electing women
to the U.S. Congress and state legislatures has stalled. The essays in Women and
Elective Office: Past, Present and Future, which feature research on women as political
candidates and officeholders, address this paradox. Recruitment patterns, media
portrayals, and voter reactions to women candidates are analyzed along with the
impact of women in office relative to the challenges they face. The 2nd edition includes
increased coverage of women on the congressional level, women officeholders of
color, and analysis of women parliamentarians worldwide. In total, Women and
Elective Office offers a comprehensive look at the experiences and influence of women
politicians today, while considering women's prospects for political leadership in the
twenty-first century.
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