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This collection of writings on the comprehension and treatment of
post-traumatic-stress disorder is introduced by an essay by its editor which describes
the evolution of the understanding of the disorder, and also establishes the conceptual
framework and terminology necessary for such understanding. The essays address
issues such as the variety of individual and cultural responses, the roles of pre- and
post-traumatic causative forces, and the fluctuating complexities of diagnostic
categories.
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