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Whether in the ghettos of the United States, the barrios of Brazil, or the ethnic
neighborhoods of Germany and Lebanon, a growing number of urban youth find
themselves marginalized from the social mainstream, facing problems of fragile
families, segregation, little or no education, and involvement in illegal activities. Both
rich and poor countries are failing to meet the needs of their urban youth owing to
weak institutional frameworks coupled with global economic restructuring that
undermines traditional ways of earning a living. Youth in Cities compares the
circumstances of urban youth cross-nationally, illustrating the formidable challenges
faced by young people trying to define their place in a rapidly changing world. Using
both comparative evidence and case studies, this volume illustrates the common
needs of youth throughout the world and makes a case for the role of youth as creative
social assets and positive forces for social change.
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